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Nearly half  of  the population does not have 
basic digital skills

16%

27%

26%

31%

2017

43% of them are not even using their devices to 

do simple actions like using word processing 

software like Microsoft Word, or transferring files 

between computers.

Eurostat, Individual’s level of digital skills
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Low

Only 31% of European citizens aged 16 to 74 

have the essential skills necessary to perform in 

a modern office environment. E.g. operating 

spreadsheets or making online purchases. 

Does not use 

internet

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-datasets/-/isoc_sk_dskl_i
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By 2020, Europe will be missing 500’000 ICT Specialists
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By 2020 the skills gap 
will have increased by 
38% in Europe to 
reach a total of nearly 
500’000 missing ICT 
Specialists.

500

363

Source: Empirica, January 2017

Employed ICT SpecialistsPotential Demand 

+38%

See this source –
360k vacancies

http://leadership2017.eu/fileadmin/scale_conference/documents/huesing_20170126.pdf
http://www.pocbigdata.eu/monitorICTonlinevacancies/general_info/
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Only 16% of  ICT specialists are women

Source: Eurostat, Employed ICT Specialists by sex, 2016

16,7% of  

Women

In 2016, there was 5 men for 

each women amongst ICT 

specialists in the European 

Union.

This gender distribution 

contrasts with the overall 

workforce, where the genders 

are broadly balanced (54 % 

men and 46 % women).

83,3% 

of  Men

http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/submitViewTableAction.do
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Europe is lagging behind on AI

AI Patent applications

83%
Of external investment in 
AI is absorbed by the U.S. 
and China

The U.S. and China are consistently, 
and growingly so, delivering more 
patents on AI.

To make things worse 83% of external 
investment in AI is happening outside 
of the EU in the next decade.
Source: McKinsey Global Institute 

Europe

~ 3% increase

https://www.mckinsey.com/mgi/overview/2017-in-review/whats-next-in-digital-and-ai/artificial-intelligence-the-next-digital-frontier
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The budget allocated to Digital development 

will greatly increase in the next MFF

In the next Multiannual Financial 

Framework, the part of the EU 

budget associated with Digital 

Developments has increased by 
476%. It went from 6,5 bn up to 

37,4 n.

Besides, the next MFF allocates 
a budget of 9,2 bn for the new 

Digital Europe Programme, 

which specifically aims at 

digitalising the European 

Society.

Source: European Commission

Those figures might change as the funding for the digital part of the Horizon Europe has not yet been communicated. 
This figure also includes the InvestEU budget and the European Fund for Strategic Investment, although only a part of 
the fund will be aimed at digital.
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MFF 2014-2020 MFF 2021-2027

6,5 bn

> 37,4 bn

Horizon 2020 / Europe

Digital Europe Programme

Connecting Europe 

Facilities (digital part)

EFSI / InvestEU

http://ec.europa.eu/budget/mff/index_en.cfm

